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-DROP ALL CHARGES NOW! 


On Thursday 21st June at 6:00am police raided 6 flats and 
houses in the Stamford Hill and Dalston areas of Hackney. 11 people 
were arrested on suspicion of offences ranging from theft of a traffic 
sign to violent disorder and criminal damage. The raid was carried out 
as part of Operation Carnaby, which was set up following the March 
31st Poll Tax demonstration in London. Some of those arrested are 
involved in their local anti-poll tax group. The raids were carried 
out in a paramilitary fashion with at least 60 police officers invol- a 
ved, some plain clothed, others wearing bullet proof vests. 

They entered premises using extreme force and intimidation. 

Doors were smashed down with sledgehammers and people dragged out of 
bed. The police also: entered with axes raised, gassed a dog, took up 
a floor, smashed furniture and fittings, broke telephones, left homes 
open, took belongings, entered through windows, threatened occupants, 
smashed a heating duct, took money and in one case 9 men charged 
screaming into a bedroom where a mother was sleeping with her 10 day 
Old baby. | ‘an: 

Four people were charged with violent disorder and seven were 
released on police bail pending possible public order offences. One 
person was not granted bail and is held at Wormwood Scrubs due to 
allegations of assault in the process of his arrest. 

Due to the seriousness of the raids (ie damage to property, 
assault and intimidation of defendants and other occupants of the 
flats), reports appeared in the national newspapers and on t.v. and 
radio. Also, questions were raised in Parliament. Scotland Yard issued 
a press statement claiming the area was "a hotbed of anarchism" and 
claimed all those arrested were anarchists or animal rights extre- 
mists. In a rdaio call-in, Commander Roy Ramm (in charge of Operation 
Carnaby) stated “the minimum amount of force needed to deal with these 
type of people was used". When qusetioned further about allegations 
of doors being sledgehammered down, he stated “when you're dealing 
with barricades, this action proves necessary”. 

All the addresses were ordinary homes in Hackney and as it was 
6:00am when people were still in bed stories of barricades are total 
fabrication. This is clearly an attempt to criminalise and intimidate 


a local community where there are active anti-poll tax groups. We must 
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